
SEPTIC TO SEWER CITIZENS' ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
OCTOBER 17, 2019 

Meeting of the Septic to Sewer Citizens' Advisory Committee of the Town of Ocean Ridge held 
on Thursday, October 17, 2019 at 8:30 AM in the Town Hall Meeting Chambers. 

CALL TO ORDER (00:01) 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chair Hennigan. 

ROLL CALL (00:03) 
Assistant Town Clerk Kathie Gatewood led the roll call, which, was answered by the following: 

Chair Neil Hennigan 
Member Ron Kim 
Member John Lipscomb 
Member Roy Schijns 
Vice Chair Arthur Ziev 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (00:16) 
Chair Hennigan led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES (00:42) 
1. Approval of September 18, 2019 minutes. 

Chair Hennigan moved to adopt the September 182 2019 minutes as amended; seconded by 
Member Schiins. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (01:20) 

Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, expressed that the Town Engineer report did not include 
information from the local news. He explained that wastewater facilities are failing and being 
fined for dumping waste into the intracoastal. He said the report was also missing the end-user 
cost if the south central facility needs to be upgraded. He further stated that Boynton Beach 
Utilities informed him they are working on a plan for that facility and that the Town needs to 
include the cost of the upgrade in the final report. In another point, Mr. Brown raised concerns 
that once there is a sanitary sewer system on a barrier island there is potential for increased 
development, which could interfere with the Town's desire to maintain low density development. 

DISCUSSION/ ACTION ITEMS 
Town Engineer Report Regarding Potable Water (04:50) 

Town Engineer Lisa Tropepe presented the final septic to sewer report to the Committee. She 
commented that the final report is something for everybody in the town to read and understand 
the basics of septic to sewer conversion and what can be put in place in the future. She stated 
there were questions answered from previous meetings and additions made to the final report. 
She commented that the Town is moving in a forward direction to share as much information as 
they can with each other so when a policy decision is made the Town has exhausted all the 
avenues and looked up all the facts as best they can for the Commission to be able to make the 
best decision for all citizens in Ocean Ridge. Some of the report additions include a pros and 
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cons page, a typical septic bill question/answer, a lift station photograph, photograph of a 
vacuum station (from Village of Palm Springs), a corrected statement regarding multi-family 
homes having packaged plans and septic systems, cost range for both systems was reevaluated, 
more pronounced fire hydrant icons, water main ownership, and unit counts. She commented that 
unit counts were not perfect and are used for estimates of sewage flow. A slight increase or 
decrease in unit count will not affect the overall estimation. She mentioned that there was no 
need for a reservation fee so it was removed from the report. 

Town Engineer Tropepe's Potable Water report included purpose and scope, existing conditions 
and environmental concerns, calculation of total flows, capacity of existing treatment plant, 
sewage collection options, conceptual plan of town system, opinion of capital costs, water 
distributions considerations, existing utility rates, funding options for capital costs, and 
conclusions and recommendations. 

Town Clerk Note: The referenced Septic to Sewer final report can be found on the Town's Website. 

After the presentation, Member Schijns suggested that the language in the Boynton Beach 
proposal could be improved regarding the transfer of ownership. He said many residents have 
voiced concern to him over this term, and he wondered if using change of custody was more 
appropriate. He sensed that many people are not comfortable with a large part of the Town's 
infrastructure going to Boynton Beach with nothing given in return. 

Member Kim said he thought the word "ownership" was more emotional than actual for 
residents. Member Lipscomb wanted to know what the City of Boynton Beach's stance was on 
ownership. Vice Chair Ziev commented that the City of Boynton Beach was clear in their 
presentation that they wanted full ownership of the water system. He stated that he also felt the 
word "ownership" was creating an emotional response from residents. He reiterated that at the 
last meeting, the Town Attorney opinion was that ownership does not give the City of Boynton 
Beach any rights whatsoever regarding annexation. 

Vice Chair Ziev mentioned that he would like to make a motion now regarding the water 
infrastructure, as he felt that Engenuity's study provided enough information to move forward 
with negotiations on the water contract. He stated that he had also read the current agreements 
and resolutions between the Town of Ocean Ridge and the City of Boynton Beach. 

Vice Chair Ziev moved to recommend to the Town Commission that the Town agree to 
transfer ownership of the entire water system to Boynton Beach at no charge subject to 
Ocean Ridge residents paying the same in-city rates for eternity as the city of Boynton 
Beach residents pay, with no surcharge, and that the City of Boynton Beach assume all 
responsibility for and pay all costs of the maintenance, repairs, and replacement of the 
water infrastructure at no change to the residents of the Town of Ocean Ridge by any 
means; seconded by Member Kirn. Motion carried 4-1 {Chair Hennigan dissenting). 
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Chair Hennigan stated that he would like to amend the motion in order to define what 
happens at the end of the agreement. The maker of the original motion, Member Ziev, did 
not accept the amendment to the motion, as the motion is in perpetuity and there is no 
reason to ever bring it back. Chair Hennigan called for comments on the amendment, and 
the members agreed that perpetuity made sense, so the motion to amend failed. 

Treatment Plants & Septic Systems Profile Report by Member Ron Kirn (01:07:40) 

Member Kim presented a Treatment Plant & Septic System Profile Report that included the 
following information: association name, address, number of units, point of contact, responsible 
party, type of treatment plant or septic, capacity, volume, plant age, failures/repairs, budgeting 
by year, and projected costs. 

Town Clerk Note: The referenced Treatment Plants & Septic Systems report can be found on the 
Town's Website. 

Committee Member Comments & Discussion of Next Steps (01:19:48) 

Member Lipcomb commented that the response he received after reaching out to lawmakers 
regarding grants is there are not any at this point and there is no mandate in the foreseeable 
future. 

Member Kim stated after viewing City of Boynton Beach and Town Engineer Tropepe's 
presentations, that the study showed to him that the all-or-nothing conceptual proposals are seem 
to be premature. He said he foresaw three options. One, convert from septic to sewer. Two, do 
nothing. Or three, some hybrid of the two that uses a Town ordinance for an end goal of ending 
some of the pollution. He further explained that because of this third option he feels there is a lot 
more discussion for this committee before endorsing a conceptual plan to the commissioners. He 
would like to hear from experts in the field before making any decisions. 

Vice Chair Ziev commented that he appreciated the work that went into creating the Town 
Engineer report. He stated the report appears to show potential environmental issues related to 
septic tanks; however, it is unclear as to how large of an issue that currently is. He said of the 
over 700 single-family homes in Ocean Ridge, that there are virtually no complaints per the 
Town Engineer. He said of the over 900 multifamily units, it appears only one, Wellington 
Arms, at this point has serious issues. He said there does not appear to be any clearly established 
environmental damage at this point. He pointed out that proposed legislation to address septic 
concerns identify problem areas in central and north Florida, and not in Palm Beach or South 
Florida. He explained he has concluded that there is no imminent need for conversion at this 
point. 

Vice Chair Ziev made a motion to recommend to the full commission that no action be 
taken to convert from septic to sewer, and to continue to monitor the situation and 
reevaluate, if and when, environmental conditions change, state or region mandates are 
imposed, or funding assistance becomes available. 
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There was no second, and the motion failed due to lack of a second. 

Public comment - Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, expressed that he did not think it was a 
good idea to give up the infrastructure to the City of Boynton Beach. He said in past years, the 
residents of Ocean Ridge paid a great deal of money for replacement pipes and they will receive 
nothing in return with exception of future maintenance. Mr. Brown wondered what would 
happen if the City of Boynton Beach had to change the route of the pipes and needed to use 
private property and ask the Town for new right-of-way agreements. 

Betty Bingham, 1 East Ocean A venue, commented that she did not know why the City of 
Boynton Beach would agree to the first motion regarding water system ownership. She stated 
that if the Town loses all control of the water system that the City of Boynton Beach would 
recoup their costs somehow. She said the Town would have no way of controlling how Boynton 
Beach monitors their costs, and what the future may bring. 

Chair Hennigan commented that he believes the committee has still not done a full assessment, 
and before it can make a recommendation to the Town Commission, they need to explore further 
until they have all the information needed. 

Chair Hennigan said the next meeting would discuss other communities, and what they have 
done for conversion and how they have adapted. Implementation issues will also be discussed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting adjourned at 10:01 AM 

Minutes prepared by Assistant Town Clerk Gatewood, and adopted by the Septic to Sewer 
Citizens' Advisory Committee on November 21, 2019. 
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